THE COUNSELLING CENTER

be a cheerful but secluded room, not subject to
interruptions, and off the main center of school
activities and between-class traffic. Often to avoid
publicity as well as to escape a dreary office, I have
met youn^ people in my own living room where,
removed from the scene of conflict and among
more esthetic surroundings, tension could give way
and confidence be more readily established. In a
home setting, a child can become your guest, not
a culprit, and you his hostess, not his judge.

Setting a young client at his ease is a talent, a
talent which rests in one's own abilities to catch
a child's mood and temperament. Some boys and
girls like to be entertained, shown an interesting
paper weight or new electrical gadget, anything to
give them a respite from the point at issue. Others
are too jittery, are in torture, want to get right
down to business and have it over with. There is
no rule of thumb about it. One must be adaptable
to each individual situation.

As for the gaining of confidence and the estab-
lishing of rapport between a counsellor and her cli-
ent, that is accomplished by what she shows her-
self to be through her words, her acts, through
the build-up which has come about through her
work with other students. Young people are keen
readers of human nature. They know where they